Verbs (Requiring Cognitive Outcomes) to Use for Writing
Student Performance Objectives (Exit Skills)

	
	
	
	Critical Thinking

	Knowledge
	Comprehension
	Application
	Analysis
	Synthesis
	Evaluation

	Define
	Describe
	Apply
	Analyze
	Arrange
	Appraise

	List
	Discuss
	Demonstrate*
	Appraise
	Assemble
	Assess

	Name
	Explain
	Dramatize
	Calculate
	Collect
	Choose

	Recall
	Express
	Employ
	Categorize
	Compose
	Compare

	Record
	Identify
	Illustrate
	Compare
	Construct
	Estimate

	Relate
	Locate
	Interpret
	Contrast
	Create
	Evaluate

	Repeat
	Recognize
	Operate
	Criticize
	Design
	Judge

	Underline
	Report
	Practice
	Debate
	Formulate
	Measure

	
	Restate
	Schedule
	Diagram
	Organize
	Rate

	
	Review
	Shop
	Differentiate
	Plan
	Revise

	
	Tell
	Sketch
	Distinguish
	Prepare
	Score

	
	Translate
	Use
	Examine
	Propose
	Select

	
	
	
	Experiment
	Set up
	Value

	
	
	
	Inspect
	
	

	
	
	
	Inventory
	
	

	
	
	
	Question
	
	

	
	
	
	Relate
	
	

	
	
	
	Solve
	
	

	
	
	
	Test
	
	


Note:  Methods of Evaluation: Use a variety of verbs from as many areas as possible in describing the student outcomes (exit skills) expected of students. Keep in mind that all degree-credit courses (and many nondegree-credit courses) should incorporate cognitive outcomes that reflect critical thinking skills on the part of the student.

When reviewing the specific learning items and writing collective objective statements, keep in mind the cognitive levels expected of students in each area.  Many course outlines have objectives which do not reflect the “active verbs” conveying critical thinking.  It is usually the case that the course itself is taught in a way which incorporates critical thinking, but that the course outline itself does not reflect those objectives and methodologies. Bringing the objectives into line is primarily a matter of reflection on the part of faculty who teach the course upon those outcomes which require analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

*”Demonstrate knowledge of…” is passive and should not be used because there is no way to assess or evaluate the student’s knowledge without using other criteria or other more active verbs. Instead, use “demonstrate” in an active sense such as “demonstrate how to…”
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